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1 notice Mr. Bonxs gare to the 
Houſe of Commons, of a plan of public 
economy, which he means to offer ſoon 
after the Holidays, was fo very favourably 
received, that we cannot but flatter our- 
ſelves, that a meaſure of ſuch ſerious na- 
tional importance will be adopted. Public | 
economy, at all times deſireable, is now 
| indiſpenſibly neeeſſary. Wei imagine, that 
the laying before the public what paſſed in 
the Houſe on that occaſion, will tend to 
fix the general attention on that ſalutary 
object, and may poſſibly, i in a degree, engage 
the co-operation of all good men, in and 
out of the Houſe, in the ſupport of a rhea- 
ſure of ſuch truly national conſequence. 


This view of ours will, We. truſt, juſtify 
the preſent publication, 6 2 = Sd 
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TY Burke, aer dead dene * the 
means which, he conceived,” were uſed to 
prevent him from engaging the attention of che 
Houſe to this intereſting ſubject, aid. 

EA general ſenſe prevails of the profuſion with 
Which all our affaicy are carried on, and with it 
general wiſh: for ſome ſort of reformation. That 
deſire for reformation operates every where, ex- 
cept where it ought to operate molt ſtrongly in 
this Houſe. The propoſition which has been 
lately made by a truly noble Duke, and thoſe 
propoſitions which are this very day making, in 
the other Houſe, by a noble Lord of great talents, 
induſtry, and eloquence, are, in my opinion, a 
reproach to us. To us who claim the exclu- 
ve management of the public purſe, all inter- 
ference of the Lords, in our peculiar province, is 

a reproach... It may be ſomething worſe than 
a PO For if os Houle of Lords: ſhould 
B allume, 
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aſſume, or, if you pleaſe, ſhould uſurp, the per- 
formance of a duty of ours which we negle&, 
they will be, ſupported in a uſurpation that is 
neceſſary to the public. Privileges, (ev ſuch 
_ © privileges as ours) are loſt by neglect, as well as 
by abuſe : and whenever:it becomes evident, that 
they are kept wo . of pride and ſelf- 
importanee, inſtead of- being employed as inſtru- 
met of Poblie 350, en Hab will beton 
equal to their value. Old Parliamentary forms 
and Priwileges are no trifles. I very freely grant 
it. But the nation calls for ſomething more ſub- 
ſtahtial chan the vet᷑y beſt of them: and if form 
and duty are to be ſeparated, they will prefer 
the duty without the form, to the form without 
the duty. If both Lords and Commons ſhould 
conſpire in auger of duty, other ways, ſtill 
more irregular than the interference of the Lords 
may now appear, will be reſorted to? fot I con- 
ceiye the nation will, ſome way or other, haveits 
It is not only che ſenſe and feeling of our une 
try that calls upon us z the call of our: jes is 
ſtijl louder. { This 18 the ſecond year in which 
Fragce is aging upon us the moſt-dreadful of all 
Warggra war of cn Monfieur: Neckar has 
opened his ſecond Budget. 6 In the Edict of No- 
vember laſt, the King af France declares in the 
preamble, that he has, brought his fixed and cer 
tain æxpences to an equilibrium with his receipt. 
- In choſe fixed expences, he reckons an annual = 
' finkung of debt. For the additional ſervices of the 
war, be-borrows only tus millions. He borrows 
i not for perprtuity but fer lives; and not a fengle 
tar is levied on the ſubject to fund this loan. The 
whole is funded og #conemy,; and oh improvement 
| che public revenue. $603 14 %% enen 
Striüils 4 . This 
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Tbis fair appearance, I allow, may baye ſome- 


thing at bottom, which is to be detrafted from it. 
A large unfunded debt is probably leſt. Be it 
ſo. But what is our condition in reſpect of debt 
both funded and unfunded? What milſions ſhall 
we not, muſt we not, barrow this year Mhat 
taxes dre we to lay for bonding: che millions? 
Which: of gur taxes already granted, for | theſe 
three years paſt, are not deficient?! Not one, in 
my opinion. Wemuſt tax for what is, to comers 
we muſt tax for what is pet; or We ſhall beat a 
dead ſtand in all the operations f the war. 


Are we to conceal: from gurſelves, that the 


omnipotence of cecanamy alone has, from che 


rubbiſh, and wrecks, and fragments of the late 


war, already created a marine for France e 


we not informed, that in the diſpoſition, a 


array of the reſourpes of that country,,'/there 
is a reſerve not yet brought forward, very 
little ſhort of an annual two - Millions and an 


half, in the war taxes? Againſt, this maſhed 


battery, whenever: it hall be gpened in the 
conflict of finance between the two nations, 


we have not a ſiggle work thrown vp to cover 


us. We have nothing at all of the kind t 
oppoſe to iti. The keeping this ſupply in ræſerve 
by France, is the work of œconomy.— of - 
nomy, in a Court formerly the moſt prodigal, 
and ia an ad miniſtration of finance the molt, di 
order ly and corrupt. Abſolute monarchies havr 
been uſwally the ſeats of diſſipation and profu- 
ſion ; republics of order and good management. 
France. appears te be improved. On our part 


indeed we are note are not indeed, what we 


vad been. And, in our preſent ſtate, if we will 
dot ſubmit to be taught, by an enemy, ve muſt 
ſubmit to be ruined by him en 


On this ſubject of eeconomy-on the other fide 
of the Houſe, they have not ſo much as dropped 
à fingle expreſſion; they have not even thrown 
an oblique hint, which glances that way. A 
very ingenious: gentleman of great confidera- 
tion, connected with Miniſtry, has publiſhed, "a 

much of which is on the ſubject of — 
the fruit of the throws and labour pangs of 
Miniſtry to bring forth taxes, in order to people 
the waſte they have made in the public ſtock. 
This gentleman has ranſaeked every thing, every 
thing at home and abroad, antient and modern, ta 
find taxes for that length of war, with the proſpect 
of which he flatters his readers: But though he 
looks into every corner in the courſe of his 
inquiſitive and learned reſearch, and deſcends 
almoſt to thruſt his noſe into the urine” tubs 
of Veſpaſian,—yet in all this ſtraining and 
ſtretching for revenue, he never has once fo 
much as thought of ceconomy,; It ſeems to him 
a thing wholly out of the queſtion; though the 
Dutch practice, and Roman principle, to which he 
looks on other occaſions, might have taught 
him —_— old and true N Magnum, ban 
Fa! | : 
The noble Lord in 1 the blue ribbon, has 
been ſo hard driven, that he has had retourſe | 
even ta the imprafticable in taxation. Laſt 
year he recommended the ſcheme of a worthy 
Member of this Houſe, conceived on the moſt 
laudable motives, though, in my opinion, not 
well conſidered. The ſcheme was for raiſing our 
ſupplies within the year, The noble Lord re- 
com mended that ſcheme—declaring at che ſame 
time that be did not know how to put it in 
Peer an the Miniſter of Finance! It is 
3— ſingular, 1 in * ** begettings and 


adopriony 
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adoptions, in all his ſchemes, praQicable and 


impracticable, be has. never ance: dreamt of 


c£conomy, 


In the "Houſe af 123 than Grſt ptopoliticn 


towards conomy, by a noble Duke, was re» 
jeted by Minifters ; and but for one reaſon ; 


and that juſt the moſt whimfical;in- the world - 


That it would lower the ſpirits of | the. People. 
Very ingenious, indeed l that the œconomical 
conduct of their affairs would lower the ſpirits 


of the people. Not- having any of their Lord- 
ſhips delicate feelings in my plebeian copſtitu- 
tion, I know not what to make of this ſort of 


irritability of their fibres, Such nervous ſenſa- 
tions are always whimfical and diſtempered. I 
know that hypochendriacal people wo at 
fumes, and are recreated by a ſtench, - But I I 
there is ſtill enough of health and — ſtuff in 
the habits of Engliſhmen to reliſn things accond- 
ing to their genuine nature; that they will not 
take mortal offence at not being taxed to the 
uick; and that they will rather be animated with 
freſh lf ſpirit under their burthens, when they know 


that not a ſhilling is laid upon them rn we 


abſolute neceſſity of the caſe. 

What the Miniſters, whoſe duty it * ak whole 
place furniſhes them with the beſt means of doing 
that duty, refuſe to do, let us attempt to do for 
them. Let us ſupply our defects of power hy our 


fidelity and our diligence. It is true, that we 
ſhall labour under great diffisalties from the 


weight of office; and it is a weight that we mult 
abſolutely fink under, if we are not ſupported by 
the 1 at large. = has ſo much 


ſympathy. with the feelings of /its- Conſtituents, 
that any endeavour after reformation which 


w to weaken the influence of the Court, will 


be coldly Soekqedthares Xf be hot very generally 
and: utrywartniy called for dqut of doors. But to 
offer is all that thoſe out of power can do. If 
the people! are not true to themſelves,' Lam. r 
ſure it is not in us to ſave the. 
I cannot help obſerving, Basis whole of our 
| grievances/are:owing: to the fatal and overgrown 
influence of che Crown; and that influence itſelf 
to our enormous prodigality. They move in a 
_ they become reriprocally:cauſe and effect, 
und the aggregate product of both is ſwelled to 
ſuch a degree, that not only our power as a State, 
but every vital energy, every active principle of 
our fiberty will be overlaid by it. To this cauſe, 
attribute that nearly general inchetenoe: to; 
lic intereſts, which 4 ſome years has aſtoniſh- 
every man of thought and reflection. -Farmerly 
the operation of the influence of the Crown only 
touched the higher orders of the State. It has 
now inſinuated itſelf into every creek and cranny 
in the kingdom. There is ſcarce à family. ſo 
Kidden” and loft: in the obſcureſt receſſes of the 
community,” which does not feel that it has 
ſomethiog to keep or to get, ro hope or to fear, 
from the favour or diſpleaſure of the Crown. 
The worſt of publick prodigality 1 is, that what 
| Wiandered is not ſimply loſt. It is the ſource 
vf much pofnive evil. Thoſe! who are negligefit 
Ste wards of the public eſtate will neglect every 
bing elſe. It introduces a fimilarvinaccuracy, 4 
Kindred ſlovenlineſs, a correſpondent. want of 
ears, and a want of foreſight into all the national 
management. What is worſt of all, it ſoon ſur- 
rounds a ſupine and inattentive;Minifter with che 
defigning, confident, rapacious, and unprincipled 
men of all deſcriptions; They are à ſort of 
animals ſagacious of their proper prey; and they 


+ SR | | ſoon 
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Son drive dway from their habitation; all cont - 
trary natures. A prodigal Miniſter is not only 


noc ſaving, but he cannot be either juſt. Or 
liberal. No. cevenye is large enough to — 
both for the meritorious and undeſerving ;1: 
provide for ſervice which is, and for Eevic 
which 1 L not incurred ib * 213 ye b% Ain, 
I know that this influence is thought ne 
fol Government.': Peoffibly, im ſome 
may. But J declare, it ĩs for the fake of Govern- 
ment, for the ſake of teſtoring to t that reve+ 
rence, which is its foundation, that I. to 


reſtrain the exorbĩtanee of its influence. la nt 


every one ſenſible ho much that influence is 
raiſed Is not every one ſenſible how much au- 
thority is ſunk? The reaſon is perfectly evident. 
Government ought to have force enough | fot ith 
functions; but it ought to have no more. It dug 
not to ha ye force enough ta ſuppott itſelf in th 
neglect, or the abuſe of them. If it has, they 
halts be; as they are, abuied and neglected. 
Men will throw thertſelves ow their power for a 
juſtiſication of their want of order, vigilance, 
: fore ſight, and all che wirtues, and all the quahfi- 
cations of a Stateſmabe NS ee exiſt, 
but the Goverment is gone. ol 27 
It is thus that 
ſame power, fitting undiſturbed defote you, 
though thirtren :Tolomes ) have been loſt. I 
is thus the marine of France and Spain b 
quietly; grown and proſpered under thrir eye, 
and been foſtered Ru cheir neglect. It is thus 
that all hape of alliance in Europe is abans 


doned. Ic is is thus that three of our Weſt-India 


lands have been torun from us in a Summer. 
It is thus the moſt important of all, Jamaica, 
has been n 
* this day and in this Houſe, ſtifled. 

; Ic 


ny 


you fee the Gn in te 


neglected. and all enquiry” into that 


22 ** 
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cauſe the ſtomach has been over - fed. 


69 
It is thus Ireland has been brought into fucti 
a ſtate of diſtraction, that no one dares even to 
diſcuſs it; that the bill relating to it, though | 
making great and perplexing changes, is ſuch, 
that no one knows what to fay, or what not to 
ay upon it. Our Parliamentary capacity is ex 
tinguiſhed by the difficulty of ae e 
The Bill has ads mumbled over with rapidity , 
and it paſſes in the filence of death. Had 'Go- 


vernment any degree of ſtrength could this. poſ- 


fibly: have happened? Could the moſt ancient 
rerogative or the Crown with relation to the 


ral eſſential object, the Militia, have been 
annihilated with ſo much ſcorn as it has been, 


even at our doors? Could his Majeſty have been 
degraded from the confidence of his people of 


Ireland in a manner ſo ſignal, and ſo diſgraceful, 
that they who have truſted his Predeceſſors in 
many particulars for ever, and in all, for two 
years, ſhould have contracted their confidence i in 
him to a poor ſtinted tenure of ſix months? 
Could the Government of this country have 
been thus caſt to the ground, and thus daſhed to 
pieces in its fall, if the influence of a Court was 
its natural and proper poiſe; if corruption was 
its ſoundneſs; and ſelf. intereſt had the NO to 
keep ĩt erect and firm upon its baſe? | 
I will nor fatigue. your - patience 51 vill not 
oppreſs your humiliation with further inſtances 
of the debility and contempt of your Government. 
The inference I draw from the whole is this, that 
the preſent weakneſs of Government is a diſraſe of 
repletion. The vigour of the limbs i is gone, 'b be- 


I have been clear on the nature of this 
and on the ' ſpecific remedy for a long time. 
however War . 17 9 dr 1 for 


(9) 


reaſons of perſonal want of importance, partly 
from my own diſpoſition. I am not naturally 
an ceconomiſt. I am beſides cautious of ex- 
periment even to timidity—and I have been 
reproached for it. But times alter natures. 
Befides, I never, till lately, ſaw a temper in 


the leaſt favourable to reformation. There is 


now a dawning of hope. I truſted that a 
Miniſtry might be formed, who would ca ry 
ſome ſuch plan into effect with all the powers of 
Government; and much is loſt in not poſſeſſing 
thoſe powers for this purpoſe. But the preſent 
favourable moment is hot to be neglected; even 
under this diſadvantage, great as it is, and as 
I feel it to be. „ e 
I have a plan, that I think will ſerve for a 
baſis (it is no more) for public economy and re- 
duction of influence. I have communicated it 
to a very few friends, whoſe approbation I am 
ſtrengthened by; and I will communicate it to 
more, who will make it worthy of being brought 
into Parliament. Whea it is thus matured, I 
mean to propoſe it to the confideration of the 
Houſe, as ſoon after the Chriſtmas receſs 
poſſible. N 
It will not be adviſeable at this time to 

all the particulars. Projectors fee no difficulnes ; 
and criticks ſee nothing elſe. When any new 
propoſitions are made, unattended by their expla- 
nations, their qualifications, and a full ſtating of 


their grounds, they are very liable to be decried ; 
eſpecially where mens intereſts are concerned in 


decrying them. | | L 
But I will venture to ſtate the end and objet 1 
aim at, though not the means, I will ſtate coc, 
the limits I fix to myſelf in what I ſhall propo 

aus. ., © 7 * . 
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(e 
1 mean a regulation, ſobſtantial as far as it 
It will give to the public ſervice, two hun- 
| dred thouſand pounds a year. It will cut off a 
f quantity of influence equal to the places of. Wy 
members of parliament. 

I rely more on a plan for removing the means 
of corruption, than upon any devices which may 
be uſed to prevent its operation, where theſe means 
A are ſuffe ed to exiſt, Take away the means of in- 
Hh fluence and you render diſqualifications unneceſ- 
fary. Leave them, and no diſquali ification can ever 
1 prevent their operation on Parliament. 
| | My plan ſtands in the way of no other refor- 


nation: but, on the contrary, it tends. exceed- 
| | ins! to forward all rational attempts towards that 
1 eat end. It certainly cannot make a carelefs 
mister an economiſt. But the beſt Miniſter will 
find the ule of it; and it will be no ſmall check 
on the worſt. For its main purpoſe is to cor- 
rect the preſent prodigal conſtitution of the civil 
executive government of this kingdom; and 
- unleſs this be done, I am ſatisfied no Miniſter 
L- whatever can poſſibly introduce the beſt Sco- 
nmnomy into the adiminiſtration „ 
| sto my Hmits ; the firſt is found in the 
rules of juſtice. And therefore, 1 do not pro- 
1 poſe to touch what any ba man holds by a 
fl legal tenure 
| Ihe ſecond is in the 1 of equity and mercy. 
| : "Where offices may be ſuppreſſed, which form the 
| | whole: maintenance of innocent people, it is 
1 hard (and hardſhip is a kind of injuſtice) that 
Al 1 They Who were decoyed into particular fituations 
| | co; life, by. our fault, ſhould be made the ſacri- 
ice of our penitence. I do not mean to ſtarve 
ſuch people, becauſe wwe have been prodigal i in our 
|  _--aftabliſhinents. "Thy removals will fall almoſt 
| 3 Wbolly 


he PIES ay —＋&1ðT >", 


wholly on thoſe who hold offices by a tenure, in 


which they are liable to be, and frequently are, 

removed for accommodating the arrangements 

of Adminiſtration z and furely the accommoda- 
tion of the public, in a great caſe like this, is 

full as material a cauſe for their removal, as the 

convenience of any Aide or the dif- 
pleaſure of any Miniſter. 

The third fort of limits are to be foundit in the 
ſervice of the State, No one employment really 
and ſubſtantially uſeful to the public, and which 
may not very well be otherwiſe ſupplied, is to 
be retrenched; or to be diminiſhed in its lawful 
and accuſtomed emoluments, To cut off ſuch 
ſervice, or fuch reward is what, I conceive, neither 
politic, nor rational in any ſenſe. 


The fourth of my limits, is, that the fund for | 


the reward of ſervice, or merit, is to be left of 
ſufficient ſolidity for its probable purpoies, 
The fifth, that the Crown ſhall be left an 
ample and liberal proviſion for perſonal ſatisfae- 
tion; and for as much of magnificence, as is 
ſuitable with the burthened ſtate of this coun- 
ty; perhaps, ſome may think whar I ſhall Pro- 
poſe to leave, to be more than is decent. 

I propoſe the idea with the properties, and with 
the qualifications I have now expreſſed. However 


preſumptuous my attempt may appear, it is 


made with an humble and honeſt intention, and. 
Iwill ſpare no pains to digeſt and ripen it. I 
truſt it will give confidence to the people, and 
ſtrength to government; that it will make our 


ſtate of war vigorous; and our ſtate of peace 


and repoſe really refreſhing and reer niting. £4 


Lord John Cavend: 10 ſpoke after Mr. - Burk as 


follows: 
| Co 


2 PRE. COR.” "oo — 
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thoſe of my honourable friend, was tran 
- Into the country by bim or ſome perſor acquaint- 
ed with his plan. To contradict any belief of 


( 

My honovrable friend made me acquainted 
with his intended propoſal before he gave notice 
ei it in the Houſe, I aſſured him, I much ap 
proved of it, and wiſhed it all poſſible ! 
but that I doubted whether Parliament had virtue 
enough at this time to bring ſo right a meaſure 
to periection. I-likewiſe told him, I was con- 
vinced that ſome plan of this kind was expected 
from us. The preſſure of new taxes, and the 
decline of trade and of rents, has turned the 
thoughts of many perſons towards this object; 
as a proof of what I ſay, I have a letter from a 
gentleman of fortune and character, to whom I 
am not perſonally known. His letter ſays, that 
from the preſent diſtreſſes and expected new 


burthens, many gentlemen are of opinion, that 


it becomes them to make ſome application to 
Parliament; that what has more particularly oc- 
curred to them is, ro addreis Parliament to en- 


quire into the public revenues, to retrench uſe- 
leſs offices, and to give only proper ſalaries to thoſe 
which are neceſſary. It may perhaps be ſuppoſed, 


that this idea, which correſponds ſo nts with 
mitted 


that ſort, I can aſſure. the Houſe, that the letter 
is dated the 29th of November; that is to ay, 
before either I or any body elſe was acquainted 
with my honourable friend's intention; ſo that 
this concurrence does not ariſe from any previous 


concert, but it happens, . becauſe the national 


diſtreſſes ſuggeſt the ſame ſentiments to every 
man's mind, and point out the ſame remedy. 


Mr. Dempſter. In my conſcience I am per- 
dvaded, that the influence of the Crown is the 
rue caule of the miſchievous origin, the deſtruc- 

_ 


(13 ) 

tive progreſs, the abſurd conduct, and the obs 
ſtinate proſ<-cution, without view or hope, of this 
curſed American war; which is now univerſally 
felt, and generally acknowledged, as itſelf” the 
cauſe of all the other mist ortunes of Great-Britain; 
and principally of the preſent. naval wen . 
the Houſe of Bourbon. 

I am as heartily convinced, that the King? Sin» 
tereſt is as much affected by it as that of the 
ſubject. If it continues, and goes on as it has done, 
] vow to God, I do not think his —— will ſit 
ſecurely on his throne. 

] am bound to remove this vil; asT cordially 
love my Sovereign. I think myſelf bound to it 
by my faith, by my allegiance, by the ſacred 
oath T have taken to his Majeſty. By that ſacred 
bond and indiſpenfible obligation, I am com- 
pelled to do every thing I can to ſecure the ſtable 
lity of his throne, This influence ſhakes it; 
it may ſubvert it ; and nothing can be undertaken 
more worthy of a good ſubje ct, than to remove 
in time this means of er and danger to the 

Kin 
a A ere thank my honourable friend for his 

intentions. They are worthy of his public ſpirit, 
E they would do honour to any man; and the 
buſineſs cannot be in more proper hands. I 
know his induſtry ;z and the rank he holds, as re- 
preſentative of the ſecond city of the kingdom, 
makes him one of the moſt proper perſons to in- 
troduce his defign with an Ld ; 


Mr. Fox ſaid, I cannot bew on myſelf te 
be entirely Glent upon ſuch an occaſion as this. 


I ſhall, however, trouble you with but a few 
b words. 


1 — knowledge of the plan of my hon- 
.@urable friend; and, in general, it has my hearty 
dee 


— 
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approbation. 1 thank him for the pains he has 
taken for the public ſervice; I thank him as much 
for his endeavours to vindicate the honour of this 
Houſe. - I am juſt come from another place, 
where the firſt men in the kingdom, the firſt in 
abilities, the firſt in eſtimation, are now. libelling 
this Houſe. Every inſtance they give (and they 
give many and- ſtrong. inſtances) of uncorrected 
abuſe, with regard to public money, is a libel on 
this Houſe ; every argument they uſe for the re- 
duction of prodigal expence (and their arguments 
are various and unanſwerable) is a libel on this 
Houſe. Every thing they ſtate on the luxuriant 
owth of corrupt influence (and it never was 
balf ſo flouriſhing) is a libel on this Houſe, 
But this Houſe will be brought, by proper 
means; to wipe off all theſe imputations. The 
—— for a long time have been ſlow and torpid. 
he noble Lord on the floor doubts whether they 
have virtue enough to go through with the plan 
of reformation, which my — — friend has 
to propoſe, But the virtue of neceſſity will ani- 
mate them at laſt; and through them will it 
animate and correct this Honſe, The virtue of 
pecefſty (ſure in its principle, and irrefiſtible in its 
ration) is an effectual reformer. It awakens 
late ; but it calls up many orher virtues to its aid; 
and their joint exertion will infallibly bear down 
the greateſt force, and will infallibly 5 the 
ſtrongeſt combination that corrupt men have 
ever formed, or can ever form againſt them 
There is amongſt us but one mind upon the 
ſubject. I hope and truſt, that no man, or de- 
ſcription of men, none who look to the public, 
none who wiſh the public eyer to look up to 
them, will be ſo loſt — all ſenſe of their own re- 
5 * to all n. of their own true 
| intereſt, 


1 
intereſt, as at any time, upon any terms, or Upon 


any pretences, to accept of the management of 

the State, without ſecuring the execution of the 

Plan of my honourable friend; or of one An, 
! 

If they mould as otherwiſe; ler- eee d 
into office with what intentions they may, They 
_ _ in character, faſter than they can riſe in 

That very influence, which they ave 

"evalled upon to cheriſh”: as theit means uf 
ſtrength, will become the ſource of their eule 

neſs. They will find, that the influence is: not at 


their diſpoſal. They will find every deſign 
e 


which they may form, traverſed an 
I his influence will even appear in avowed! 
tion to them. lt will be firſt employed dem- 
barraſs, and at length to deſtroy them. Whoever 
wiſhes for ability ro-ſerve weir: country, n 
rid of that kind of inſtrum ent. 
My honourable friend on the floor, (Mr. 
Dempſter ) fays well, that his duty and 
to the King are ſtrong motives with him, for 
wiſhing ſucceſs to this propoſition. Certainly 
they muſt be ſo to every good ſubject. Can the 
King poſſibly enjoy the be afeRtion and conſidemce 
of ths people, when his intereſt is WOL d- 
ciated! from theirs, and put upon a bottm per- 
fectly ſeparate? It is but one and the fame prin- 
ciple hich cements friendſhip berween-manand 
man in ſociety, and which ** affect ion be- 
tween King and ſubject: namely, that they ſhare 
but one Tons; ; that they Qouriſh»bychke ſame 
proſperity; and are equal ſufferers under the 
fame diſtreſs—that the ealamity of the is 
the depreſſion of the Prince. On any ohe et | 
8 wee can be! no ſympathy” between men in-any 
relation of life. Can any thing be 2 
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more fit to ſeparate his Majeſty from his people, 
and to alienate his people from him, than to find, 
that when the landed eſtates are ſunk one fifth in 
value; when their rents remain unpaid; when 
manufacturers languiſh, and trade expires; and in 
that condition, burthen upon burthen is piled up- 
on the fainting people; when men of all ranks 
are obliged to retrench the moſt innocent luxu- 
ties, and even ſuch as were rather grown by habit 
into a kind of decent convenience, and to, draw 
themſelves up into the limits of an auſtere and 
-Pinching œconomy, that juſt the beginning of 
that time ſhould; be choſen; that a period of ſuch 
general diſtreſs ſhould be ſnatched at as the lucky 
- moment- for complimenting the Crown with an 
addition of no leſs than an 100, oc ol, a year, That 
the King ſhould riſe in ſplendour upon the very 
: ruins of the country; and amidſt its deſolations 
ſhould flouriſh with encreaſed opulence amidſt 
the cries of his afflicted ſubjects. It is ſomething 
monſtrous, ſomething unnatural: an outrage to 
the ſenſe; an inſult on the ſufferings of the nation. 
I hope, therefore, for the ſake of the public, 
for the ſake of all public men; for the ſake of the 
Crown, and for the ſake of the King, that my 
- honourable friend will add perſeverance to the 
diligence he has already employed in his plan for 
leſſening the public expences, and reducing the 
ruinous influence of the Crown, and that no time 
after the Holidays will be loſt in producing it. 
- He has my hearty approbation, and will have 
my warmeſt ſupp ort. | 


| \ 


Mr. Gilbert expreſſed the warmeſt approbation 
of Mr. Burke's. propoſitions, and ſaid, that if he 
had not got the ſtart of him, he propaſed to do 
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In the courſe of the day, Mr. Barrè took an op- 
portunity to expreſs a very warm and manly indig- 
nation at the contemptuous manner in which the 
Miniſter had received a propoſition of ſuch im- 
portance ; and to which all the reſt of the Houſe : 

had paid uncommon attention. This Gentleman, 
with very great perſonal civilities to Mr. Burke, 
exprefſed the ſtrongeſt ſatisfaction that a buſineſs 
of that magnitude and conſequence ſhould be in 
ſuch hands. Not having as yet received a com- 
munication of the particulars of the plan, he could 
not expreſs approbation or diſapprobation of thoſe 
particulars; but, in general, he was rejoiced to 
hear of a plan of public œconomy; and he hoped 


Sa. « ple old. be large and comprehenſive; 
ſo as not only to inſure a juſt ceconoiy in the 


expenditure of public money, but that it would 
effectually provide a remedy for the abuſes that 
exiſt, and are on all hands allowed to exiſt in the 
5 mode of accounting for the receipt and diſs 
burſements of public mon mx. 
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T the Solicitation of many Perſons of high Rank and 
Abilities, this Publication is undertaken. The Editors 
will not preſume to eſtimate ſo lightly the Judgment of the 
* Public, as to trouble them with any Apology for this Deſign: 
| Nor is the Plan of a Newſpaper ſuch a Novelty as to make 
a detail of it neceſſary. Suffice it, therefore, to ſay, that 
the Plan of the London Courant is briefly this—To give the 
earlieſt and trueſt Intelligence of every public TranſaQion 
to print all ſuch Obſervations of public Affairs, political, 
parliamentary, commercial, military, naval, theatrical, miſ- 
cellaneous, &c. &c. as ſhall appear intereſting or entertaining. 
The Editors will not be laviſh of Promiſes ; the Execution is 
the proper Recommendation, They only beg Leave to ſub- 
mit the London Courant to public Examination. 
The Aſſiſtance of the Ingenious and the Intelligent is moſt 
humbly requeſted. Their Favours will be gratefully re- 
dceived, and properly attended to. | | 
All Letters, Information, Advertiſements, and Orders, for 
this Paper, are deſired to be ſent to J. ALmon, Bookſeller, 
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